The Asian Tiger Mosquito

The Asian tiger mosquito is a very aggressive day-biting mosquito which has become a serious pest
in parts of your county. It is a black mosquito with white stripes on the legs and a white stripe down
the middle of its head and back. It is very aggressive and will bite whenever people or animals are
available, but it is also skittish and hard to swat. Often, you will not feel it biting and it tends to stay
near the ground (you may get bitten on the legs only).

This mosquito lays its eggs in containers or holes in trees. It is closely tied to human habltation and
any container in your yard which will hoild even a small amount of water for a week or more can breed
the tiger mosquito.

Keeping this mosquito controllad in your area will take an organized community clean- up effort.
Please check your yard for water-holding containers such as:

tires

kiddie pools not in use

huckets, barrels or cans

wheelbarrows, canoses or boats

tarps where water can puddle

flower pots or saucers under pots
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Either empty, store or rinse these containers out weekly. Don't forget rain gutters - these can breed
large numbers of mosquitoes if not cleaned so that they flow.

The State’s mosquito control program cannot adequately control this species due to its habits. it
breeds in containers in people’s yards which we cannot treat and nighttime spray operations are tiot
very effective for the tiger mosquito because it rests in sheltered areas which the spray will not reach.
If you want more information about the tiger mosquito, call your town office, or call the nearest
mosquito control office.

Mosquito Control Section

Annapolis (Headquarters) {410) 841-5870 Eastern Maryland (410) 543-6626

Central & Western Maryland  (301) 422-5080 Southern Maryland  (301) 373-4263
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TAMING THE ‘TIGER’

The Asian tiger mosquito has become a serious pest in parts of your county. it doesn’t

respond well to traditional mosquito control methods. Here are a few ways you can help
tame the “tiger”.

« Chack your yard for any container that can hold water. The “tiger” lays its eggs in
these sites and they hatch within a few days of being flooded. Even small
containers such as drinking cups can produce mosguitoes. Remember to check
gutters, too, If you find any water-holding containers, dispose of them or change
water weekly. Keep gutters free of leaves and debris.

« Talk to your neighbors about the "tiger’. Since the adults can fly 100 yards or so,
your problem may be coming from containers in someone else’s yard! Most
people don’t know what moseuito larvae look like or that they can breed in very
small amounts of water, One tire with a few cups of water can breed hundreds of
mosquitoes continuously throughout the warm months.

» Make sure screens are intact. Good screening on doors and windows will keep
“tiger” outside. .

« Spray sheltered areag in yout yard with an insecticide labelled for adult
mosquitoes if you cannot tolerate the annoyance caused by mosquito bites.
“Tiger” adults rest in dark gheltered areas around your home such as under decks
or porches, in thick or low-growing vegetation, or in outbuildings or sheds with
gaps they can enter. Spraying these areas will keep the numbers of adults down
in your yard. Read and follow all directions on the insecticide label.

The Asian tiger mosquito is an annoying pest in many areas but YOU are your own best
defense! For more information on the “tiger”, call your local mosquito control office.
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SPRAYING FOR ASIAN TIGER MOSQUITOES*

A. Find and eliminate all breeding sites - spray treatment will do no good if the source of the
problem is still present. Look for containers holding water such as:

tires - potted plant saucets - plastic covers & tarps neglected toys - wading pools -
clogged rain gutters - bird baths

B. Choosing a Pesticide

L Once you have determinex! that you have Asian Tiger mosquitoes and you want to
spray, you need to purchase the correct pesticide from a hardware store or a
professional pest conirol agency.

1) READ THE I,ABEL - Make sure that what you choose is labeled for treatment of
nosquitoes,

2. There are many different brand names that will work, but some of the aetive
ingredients that you will find listed on the label which work well against Asian
Tigers are:
Resmethrin
Permethrin
Pyrethrin

These are just suggestions - there are others that also work,
C. Applying the Pesticide
1. READ THE LABEL THOROUGHLY AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS EXACTLY.

2. Adult Asian Tigers spend most of the time resting in bushes, ivy, tall grass, under
decks, and in other shady, sheltered arens. Concentrate treatment in these areas.
3. Although they are active all day, Asiun Tigers seem to be most active ground dusk.

Therefore, this is the best time to treat.

* These instructions are valid only if you have Asian Tiger mosquiloes.




What is West Nile Virus?

w

= est Nile virus (WINV) is adisease that is transmit-

= ted by mosquitoes. A number of viruses transmit-
d by mosquitoes are monitored by public health agencies
i the United States, These include Bastern Equine Encepha-
tis, St. Louis Encephalitis, Western Equine Encephalitis,
nd LaCrosse Encephalitis vinuses,

West Nile viros, which usually occurs in birds, was first
lentified in this countey in the sumimer of 1999 A mosquito
an pick up the virus when it feeds on an infected bind's blood.
Vhen the mosquite bites a person o animal, the virus is trans-
nitled 10 the vickm.

A mosquiso thal carries WINV also can infect birds,
fsorses, and possibly other animals. As far as health autheri-
qles know at 1his time, a person cannot get WNV infection
E]ll‘ﬂﬂll}' from birds, horses, or ancther person.

z For most people who have been exposed o it, WNV
Travses ne symptoms at all. in some pecple, WINVY can cause
S very mild infection, including fever, muscle aches, rash,
Hiwollen lymph nodes, and z "sick” feeling. This illness starts
C’-‘aboul 5-15 days after the mosquito bile, lasts a few days, and
Ethcn gocs away on fls own.
- lna very small Fraction of people exposed 1o WNV, it
Scan cause an inflammation of the brain (encephalitis) or the
tissues that surround the brain (meningitis). Encephalitis and
meningitis due 10 WNY can cause death.

For more information

about mosquitoes, mosquito-borne disenses, or
Maryland's mosquito control pragram contact:
Maryiand Deparimeni of Agricoliure

Mosquito Control Section

410-841-5870  (Annapolis)

1-877-425-6485 (Baltinore City and Courdy)}
410-543-6626  {Eastern Shovre)

30§-3735-4263  (Southern Marvland}
301-927-8357  (Suburban and Wesiern Marv!and}
hitp:ffwww .mda.state.md.us
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Use the following tips to rid your community
of mosquito breeding sites:

J Glean rain gutters to allow water to flow freely.

P N

P -

Remove old tires or drll dralnage holes In tires used for
playground aquipment.

Stare plastic wading pools Inside or turn them upsids down
when not in use. '

Turn over of remove clay pots and plagtlc containers,

Dispose of all empty beverage containers, plastic wrappars,
discarded toys, elc.

Check for trapped water In plastio or canvas farps used to
cover hoats, pools, etc, Arrange the tarp to drain the water.

Pump out bilges In boats. Turn cances and small boats
upsida down for storags.

Replace water In bird baths at least twice a week,
Remova pet food and water dishes that are not being used.
Fiush livestock water troughs twice a waek.

Don't leava garbage can lide lylng upside down. Be sure
water does not collact in the boftom of garbage cans.

Flush water in tha bottom of plant holdars twice a waek.
Fix dripping outside water faucats,
Turn wheelbarrows upside down when stored oulslde,

Chack sround construction sites or do-it-yoursaif
improvements to @nsuré proper backfiling and grading
prevent drainage problems.

Check ornamental ponds, trea holes and water-holding low
areas for mosquito farvae. Call the nearest Mosquito
Control Office (see beiow) If you find, or suspect, mosquito
larvae are present.

if ditches do not flow and contain stagnant water for one
week or longer, they can produce farge numbers of
mosquitoes, Report such conditions to & Mosguite Control
Oftice. Do not attempt fo clear these ditches hacausse they
may ba protected by wetland regulations,

Maryiand Department of Agriculture

Mosquito Control Offices
Annapolis (Headquarters) (410) 841-5870
Central & Western Maryland (301)4 12-5060
Eastern Maryland (410) 543-6626
Southern Maryland (301) 475-8123
MDA 275-95
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